Sunapee Middle High School Team Advances to International Academic
Tournament
For more information contact: Lesley Scheele, lscheele@sunapeeschools.org, or Danielle King,
dking@sunapeeschools.org 603- 763- 5675

Sunapee, NH (April, 2019) – After achieving honors for creativity, teamwork, collaboration and
innovation in regional and state academic tournaments, the Sunapee High School Destination
Imagination team has earned the right to compete at Destination Imagination Global Finals, the
world’s largest celebration of student creativity, to be held May 22-25, 2019 in Kansas City, MO.
Team members include Molly Reed, Jackson Scheele, Lilliana Gurney, Saylor Garland and Emma
McNally.
The team will compete with other teams in the Fine Arts Challenge, one of seven, open-ended
Challenges that require students to apply science, technology, engineering, arts and math
(STEAM) skills, in addition to their talents in improvisation, theater arts, writing, project
management, communication, innovation, teamwork, community service and social
entrepreneurship.
They will join almost 40 other top-scoring New Hampshire teams at Global Finals. In all, there
were over 1,400 students who participated in the New Hampshire program this year.
Destination Imagination (DI) has had a positive impact on more than two million students who
have taken part in its acclaimed academic program. This year, more than 150,000 students have
participated in tournaments throughout the U.S., as well as 30 countries, in hopes of earning a
spot at the Global Finals competition in May.
The members of The Yloponoms (our team) are among the 8,000 students representing more
than 1,400 teams that have advanced to participate in Global Finals 2019. In the past this team
has consistently come in first place at the NH competitions and at Globals they have scored in the
top 10 three different times, and second place once!
Destination Imagination is a leader in project-based learning opportunities that blend STEAM
education with the arts and social entrepreneurship. Its academic challenges are studentdirected and are designed to teach kids how to think, not what to think. Teams who participate
have the opportunity to present their solutions at regional and state tournaments.
Each year, DI competitions begin with a regional tournament, where team solutions are assessed
by a panel of trained Appraisers, ranging from educators to artists to engineers. Each team
solution is scored on a variety of elements, including originality, workmanship, presentation and

teamwork. Teams with the highest scores advance to the Affiliate (state or country)
Tournaments. The top-tiered teams from the Affiliate Tournaments advance to Global Finals.
This year the Yloponoms earned the first place seed at both the regional and state tournament.
At Regionals they earned a perfect score and a special award called the Renaissance Award. The
following was read when awarding the trophy:

“It was hard for our appraisal team to pick one single element from this team’s solution
because each and every element blew our hats off! From the chest and lock, to the
costumes, to the set and jail, all the components of their solution showed synthesis,
refinement, and integration that wowed us. We will remember their performance for years
to come!”
For more information about Global Finals, visit GlobalFinals.org. For more information about
New Hampshire Destination Imagination, visit NH-DI.org.
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